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A SHORT 


A CCOUN T 


OF THE 


NATURE of VISION. 


HE Deſign of the following 
Sheets being chiefly intended 
to illuſtrate the Uſe of Specta- 


cles for helping defective Eyes, 

and to inſtruct People labouring under theſe 
Diſadvantages, how to judge of the Nature 
of their Infirmity, and learn them, how to 
apply a proper Remedy, I ſhall therefore 
endeavour to write ſo, as to be underſtood by 
B People 


„ 
People of all Capacities, and ſhun all Terms 


of Art as much as poſlible. gt hr 


As to the Nature of Viſion, I ſhall not 
attempt to give any Account, how the Rays 
of Light proceeding from Objects, and con- 
veyed through the Organ of the Eye, are 
propagated into the Brain; gor pretend to 
ſay what Membrane is the Seat of that Sen- 
ſation, nor how theſe Senſations are perceiv- 
ed; that being properly an Inquiry into the 
Faculties of the Soul, a Work too mighty 
for Man; which has baffled the Reſearches 
of the moſt acute; ſeeing all their Endea- 
vours to explain, have ſerved to puzzle more 
than convince, and their Concluſions at 
laſt no better than bare Conjectures, proves, 


* 


and bis Ways paſt finding out, 


Neither ſhall I attempt to give an anato- 
mical Account of the Eye, as to the parti- 
cular Muſcles, the different Coats and Hu- 
mours, that compoſe that wonderful Ma- 
chine; but only conſidering it, as an Optical 
Inſtrument, compare itto one of human ven- 
tion, and thence propoſe to illuſtrate how the 
Images of external Objeds are painted on the 
Reting or back Part of it, and ſhow how any 
9 ariſing from a bad Form, are to 
be helped by the means of proper Glaſſes. 
„ Ro When 


Th 


When we look on the Eye as an Optical 
Inſtrument ; whether, we conſider its external 
or internal Parts, its Motion, Size, or Situa- 
tion, it is all Admiration ! Look on the Eye- 
lids, how admirably; they are contrived for 
the Defence, as well as the Eaſe of that glo- 
rious Machine: Serving as a Screen to ſhut 
out the Light, while the Soul lies aſleep, 
without which it muſt have been always kept 
on the Bend, and uſcleſs Images formed on 
the Retina, without producing any Senſation. 
Ho curiouſly their Edges are bound about 
with fine Cartilages; which ſerve to ſtrengthen, 
as well as enable them to ſhut the cloſer, 
and theſe again fortified with a row of ſtiff 
Hairs, judiciouſly turned different Ways, to 
warn the Approach of Dangers, and alſo 
by their Interpoſition (like a dark Glaſs) mo- 


 derate too exceſſive Light, while they admit 


as much as is neceflary to ſhow the Object 
bs de er nid ve 


If we examine the Coats and Humours, 
we ſhall find them ſtill as wonderful in their 


Contexture, as admirably placed, and as cu- 


riouſly adapted to the Place and Buſineſs they 
are to perform: The delicate Tranſparency 


of the Cornea ſo formed, as to make the 
Light fall properly on the Cryſtalline, ſo as 
to be collected by it on the Retina. A Lens 
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no leſs curious in its Formation, than won- 


derful in its conſtituent Parts; which as 
Mr. Leowenhook has made appear, conſiſts 
of a vaſt Number of thin Plates and Scales 
lying one upon another, and every one of 
eſe made up of one ſingle Fibre or fineft 
Thread, wound in a moſt ſtupendous Man- 
ner, this Way and that Way, fo as to run 
ſeveral Courſes, and meet in as many Cen- 
ters, and yet not interfere or croſs one ano- 
ther in any one Place. The Aqueous and 
vitreous Humoursfurniſhequal Aſtoniſhment, 
tending to miniſter in a like wonderful man- 
ner to the Perfection of this noble Machine; 
by keeping the whole extended to its proper 
Form, as well as aſſiſting it in its refractive 
Power; at the ſame Time they eaſily yield to 
a Change of its Figure, and the Motion of 
the Cryſtalline backward and forward, in 
adapting itſelf to ſee at different Diſtances; * 


The Providen that the amin Attiſt 
has made for the Preſervation of this per- 
fectly well formed Organ, is every where 
proportioned to the Uſe and Excellency 
of it, and the inward Texture delicate and 
tender, in Proportion to their tender and 
curious Purpoſes. How judiciouſly is the 
Infide darkened that it may not reflect or di- 
ſturb the Rays, and how wonderful does 
the Apertore of the Frs adjuſt itſelf to every 

diffe- 
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different degree of Light? When we con- 
ſider, : that this Inſtrument performs all theſe 
Things of itſelf, from the Nature of its For- 
mation, without any Direction or Aſſiſtance 
from the Mind? How muſt we be ſtruck 
with Aſtoniſhment and neceſſarily convinced, 

that ſuch a SuperſtruQture can be. no other 
than the Work of an infinitely ſkilful Work- 
man, where every Circumſtance conſpires to 
a Demonſtration, that the nobleſt Works of 
human Invention, are no more to be compar- 
ed to the ſmalleſt Appendage of this moſt 
curious Minutia, than Divine Portection, t to 
finite Ignorance and Impotence. | | 


: Bucks i is the Organ of the firſt, the noble; 
the molt elegant of all our Senſes; it is on 
the Retina, that is painted all the Glories of 
the Heavens, and Beauties of this lower 
World; it is by Means of this Organ, we 
contemplate the ſtupendous Works of its 
Creator, every where extended round us in 
the Firmament; and through it we admire 
the Immenſity of his Skill in the Formation 
of the minuteſt Thing that exiſts. From 
this Senſe we receive the greateſt Entertain- 
ment, the higheſt Delight; and without 
ir moſt of our other Faculties would in 
a great Meaſure be rendered uſeleſs. An 
Animal endued with Life and Motion, with- 
out Sight, how could he judge to ad- 


Vance 
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vance this, or retire that Way, to enjoy any 
uſeful, | agreeable; or pleaſant Object? Or, 
ſhun a nauſeous, or difegreradle Stumbling= 
block that lay in bis Way? How could the 
Race of Men ſearch after Food, plough the 
Depth in queſt of Knowledge, Riches, or 
even Luxury: Or, in a State of Blindneſs, 
how could they ſnun Ten Thouſand Dan- 
gers, _ N 1 Where "_— 


them Py 


The aſe: $9 this Sends: the: Benefit 06 
whicto: we :experience every Moment, need 
be no further inſiſted on, ſince the Loſs of it 
is always accounted amongſt the gre eateſt 
of our Misfortunes, and as Ignorance is 
reckoned the Blindneſs of the Soul, ſo ut- 
ter Darkneſs in a figurative Senſe; is. de- 
clared to he the Portion of thoſe. who ſhall 
never ſee God. How thankful then ought 
thoſe to be, ho enjoy in full Perfection 
this ineſtimable Bleſſing? And how much 
to be commiſerated they, who either from 
natural Defekts, or Decays through; Age or 
Diſeaſes, partake of ſome Degree of Blind- 
neſs? An Attempt therefore of this kind 
will be eaſily excuſed, and candidly received 
by all thoſe Who wiſh: well to their Fellow: 
Creatures- 
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As Ido not write chis for the Inſtruction 
of Philoſophers, Anatomiſts, or Opticians, 
who may underſtand. theſe Things better than 
I pretend to do; but for the general Uſe and 
Advantage of thoſe, who have not had the 


Opportunity from their Education to know 


the Laws of Refraction from the Rules of 
Opticks ; it will therefore be neceſſary to pre- 
| miſe ſome Things here. 


The Rays of Light proceeding from any 
Lunz or illuminated Body diverge, in 
all Directions in ſtraight Lines. 


"Fram the Rules of Opticks it is demonſtra- 
ted, that in Order to form an Image, theſe 
diverging Rays mult be collected _ into 
| Points, | 


That the Rays of Light paſſing through 
any Medium and falling on any Diaphanous 
Body (as Glaſs, &c.) of a denſer Nature, are 
bent or crooked. and take another Direction, 
and vice verſa, 


> That Rays from any y Body falling on x Glaſs 

Sc. made into a globular or convex Form, 

(fuch as a common magnifying Glaſs) are 
| bent ſo as to meet in a Point behind 1 it; which 

| Point 
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Point is called its F ocus, and at that Place 
there f is always an Image formed. 


Every Eye has a Wos, vither | in or mY 
ond it, where the Images of all external 


Objects are formed, by its refracting power. 


From int 10 been ſaid, the Nature of 
Viſion and Uſe of Spectales, will be moſt ea- 
fily explained by the common Experiment of 
the dark Chamber, or as it is uſually called the 
Camera Obſcura ; which is this. In the Room 
that is darkened, let a Hole be made in the 
Door or Window-Shutter, in which Hole 

place a Convex Lens (or common magnify- 
ing Glaſs) then holding a Sheet of white Pa- 

r within the Room, at a proper Diſtance 
from the Hole (Which will be found by 
Trial) you will ſee on the Paper the Pictures 
of all external Objects, in their juſt Propor- 
tions and proper Colours, only they will be 


upſide down, as in Fig. I. 


If the Paper remain in the ſame Place, 
and in the room of the aforeſaid Glaſs or 
Lens, one that is flatter be uſed, the Pic- 
ture upon the white Paper will then be con- 
fuſed; but by placing a Convex Spectacle- 
_ Glaſs 'before the Lens of a due Convexity, 
the Image on the Paper will again be ren- 


dered diſtinct. If a more Convex Lens than 
the 


[9] 

the firſt be uſed, the Image on the Paper 
will again be confuſed ; but may be rendered 
diſtin, by placing in this Caſe a Concave 
Spectacle-Glaſs before the Lens. 


The Reaſon of the indiſtinct Picture in 
theſe Caſes, is, when the flatter Glaſs is 
uſed, the Rays paſſing through it are not 
enough refracted (or bent) but would meet 
at Points beyond the Paper; and in the other 
Caſe are too much bent, ſo as to meet too 
ſoon, and ſhort of the Paper. The Paper 
being fixed, that Diſtance 1s not the proper 
Focus of any of theſe Lenſes ; but the Image 
is rendered diſtinct, as in the Experiment, 


by the help of proper Glaſſes. 


This Experiment repreſents the manner 
of Viſion by the Eye ; for the Cornea or out- 
ſide Coat, being of a Convex Form, as @ 6, 
Fig. II. reſembles the Lens placed in the 
Hole in the Window-Shutter; and on the 
Concavity of the Bottom of the Eye «© d is 
expanded a fine Membrane called the Retina, 
which reſembles the white Paper : On this 
Membrane the Pictures of all external Ob- 
jects are formed. When the Pictures are 
formed diſtin on the Retina, then the Ob- 
jects appear clear and diſtinct ; if the Pictures 
on the Retina are confuſed, then the Objects 


appear hazy and confuſed: This is con- 
C | firmed 


» 


[ 10 ] 
firmed by taking off from the bottom of the 
Eye the outward Coat called the Dura Ma- 
ter, and applying a Piece of thin Paper in 
place of it, for we can then ſee Pictures of Ob- 
ject lively painted on it. And according as 


theſe Pictures are perfect or imperfect, the 


Objects are ſeen perfectly or imperfectly; but 
if the Eye be tinged with any Colour (as in 
the Diſcaſe of the Jaundice) ſo as to affect 
the Pictures in the Bottom of the Eye with 
that Colour, then all Objects appear of the 
ſame Teint. 


From hence we may eaſily ſee the Uſe of 
Spectacles; for when the Eye is of a proper 
Convexity or Roundneſs, Rays from any 
external Objects falling upon it will be col- 
lected on the Retina, and form a diſtinct 
Image there, as is repreſented in Fig. II. 
But, if from the original Form, or through the 
Decay of the Humours by Diſeaſes, or old 
Age, the Eye be of too flat a Figure, the Rays 
will not bo retracted enough, but bent ſo as 
| to meet at a Point beyond the Retina, as in 


Fig. III. This Defect (as in the Experi- 


ment) is helped by the Interpoſition of a 
Spectacle-Glaſs e / Fig. IV. which bends 
the Rays a little before * fall on the Eye, 
and giving it leſs to do, are then collected 
properly on the Retina; whereas without 
the Help of that Glaſs, they would have pro- 

ceeded, 
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ceeded, as repreſented by the pricked Lines 
in the ſame Figure: And to have produced 
diſtin& Viſion, the Retina ſhould be remov- 
ed as far back as where they meet. 


When the Eye is too round, as in ſhort- 
ſighted People, the Rays are too much bent, 
and convene before they come to the Bottom 
of the Eye, as in Fig. V. The Plumpneſs 
of the Eye in this Caſe is rectified by a Con- 
cave Spectacle-Glaſs, g, h, Fig. VI. which 
bending the Rays a little outward, makes the 
Light fall on the Eye properly, for its refrac- 
tive Power, ſq as to be collected in Points on 
the Retina, and form a diſtinct Picture 
there. 


This in general is the Manner in which the 
Defects of the Eye are remedied by the Uſe 
of Glaſſes; but theſe Defects are neither the 
ſame in different Perſons of the ſame Age, 
nor in the ſame Perſons at different Ages; 
neither do they proceed from the ſame 
Cauſe; ſome being natural, ſome acquired, and 
many the Conſequence of Diſeaſe; but from 
whatſoever Cauſe they ariſe, if the Imper- 
fection lies in the Shape, they can be recti- 
fied by proper Glaſſes, as has been ſhewn. 


A bad Form may be acquired: by look- 
ing much, either at very remote, or too near 


C 2 _ Objects; 


1 
Objects: In the former Caſe we flatten the 
Eye a little, and in the latter we draw it up 
into a more Convex Form to ſee diſtinctly: 
In Time the Eye will acquire either Confor- 
mation, and retain a fixed Form, too flat or too 
globular for Objects at a moderate Diſtance. 


This is confirmed every Day, in 1 the Caſe 
of Engravers, Watchmakers, Chaſers, &c. 
who by frequently forcing their Eyes into 
too Convex a Figure in Order to ſee minute 
Objects, at laſt have their Eyes ſettled to that 
Configuration, and ſo become ſhort-ſighted, 


eſpecially if they are uſed to theſe Employ- 


ments when young, while the Coats of the 
88 are tender and pliable. 


On the contrary, Sailors and Huſpandmen, 
by looking moſtly at diſtant Objects, are 
rarely or ever ſhort-ſighted, and ſoon want 
the Aſſiſtance of Convex- glaſſes; becauſe by 
adapting the Eye to ſee remote Objects, it 
fixes at laſt in a Shape too flat for near Di- 


ſtances. 


From hence we may ſee, that the Defects 
of the Eye will likewiſe alter by Habit, and 
even that theſe Defects may be remedied by 
Habit; and according as People accuſtom 
themſelves to ſuch Habits, they may either 
increaſe or diminiſh theſe Defeats. Age in 


general 
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general alters the Form of the Eye, making 
the Eyes of moſt. People grow flatter ; but 
the Form of the Eye may be likewiſe flatten- 
ed, by uſing Glafles of too great magnifying 
Power, which will reduce the Eye to as flat 
a Figure, as either Old Age itſelf, or look- 
ing at · diſtant Objects: On which Account 
no Perſon ſhould ever uſe Glaſſes, that mag- 
nify more than what is abſolutely neceſſary 
to remedy the Defect, for which they have 
Recourſe to that Help: For though they 

can ſee to read, by bringing the Paper nearer 
to the Eye, yet it muſt ſtrain it into ſuch a 
Figure, ſo as afterwards they can never ſee 
without ſuch Glaſſes. This I mention the 
rather, as many People think the chief Pro- 
perty of Spectacles, conſiſts in making the 
Object appear very big; which is a great Er- 
ror, and of worſe Conſequence, than Glaſſes 
that do not magnify ſufficiently to ſupply 
the Purpoſe. + Notwithſtanding what has 
been ſaid, purblind Perſons ſeldom find any 
conſiderable Alteration in their Eyes, and I 
have even obſerved, contrary to the general 


Rule, that they ſometimes grow rather more 
ſhort-lighted. 


| Since therefore the Defects of the Eye, 
and the Glaſſes proper to remedy thoſe De. 
fects vary ſo much, I ſhall now ſhew how 

People may judge when there is a Neceſſity to 


apply 
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apply to theſe Helps, and alſo lay down ſome 
Rules by which every one may chuſe, not 
only good Glaſſes in their Kind, but ſuch 
too, as are beſt ſuited to the Form and Shape 
of their own OM 


Evety good Eye has one. certain Diſtance 
(or nearly ſo) of ſeeing a common Size Print 
to read with eaſe; and when the Eye begins 
to grow ſo flat, as to require the Afliſtance of 
Spectacles, they will find themſelves obliged 
to hold a Book at a greater Diſtance ; and 
they may obſerve alſo, when they read, write, 
or work any long Time, a Sort of Dizzineſs 
like a Cobweb will appear before their Eyes ; 
and likewiſe if they read by Candlelight, 
they will find it 7 to hold the Paper 
behind it. 


Theſe are the Signs of the want of Spec- 
tacles, and whenever this appears to be the 
Caſe, no Perſon ſhould be without them; 
for the endeavouring to ſee what they can- 
not without great Difficulty, ſtrains and 
weakens the Eye, and by this they may re- 
ceive more Injury in a Month or two, than 
they would otherwiſe do in as many Years, 
with the Aſſiſtance of proper Glaſſes, which 
would not only aſſiſt the Eye, but render 
Viſion eaſy and pleaſant, 


In 
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In Order therefore to make a proper 
Choice of Spectacles, that is, to judge what 


Glaſſes are of a due Degree of Convexity or 


Concavity, ſo as to aſſiſt the Eye properly 
for its refractive Power, hold a ſmall Print, 


at the Diſtance at which you was uſed to 


ſee diſtinctly when your Eyes were good, 
which with moſt People is about Ten or 


Twelve Inches, then chuſe a pair of Specta- 


cles of ſuch a Degree of Convexity, as ren- 
ders the Letters as plain as they uſed to ap- 
pear before your Sight was defeCtive ; if you 
chuſe them too young, z. e. not Convex 


enough, they will ſcarce remedy the De- 
fect; and you will not ſee diſtinctly unleſs 


the Print is ſo far off, that the Letter will 
appear rather too ſmall to be read. If you 
chuſe them too Old, 1. e. too Convex, you 
will then be obliged to flatten the Eye to 
compenſate their over great Convexity, and 
thereby be in Danger of increaſing the De- 
K 0 


For ſhort-fighted Perſons, the beſt Way 


1s to look through a Concave Lens at ſome 


diſtant Object ; and the leaſt Concave of all 
the Glaſſes, through which you can ſee di- 
ſtinctly, is the beſt, 
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Theſe Trials always ought. to be made 
where you can have the greateſt Choice of 
Glaſſes ; but thoſe who live in the Country, 
at too remote a Diſtance from that Conveni- 


ency, may be fitted by the following Me- 


thod, viz. let the Perſon take a common 
Print, and move it to and from the Eye, till 
he ſees diſtinctly, then meaſure exactly that 
Diſtance, (from the Eye to the Paper) 


and by ſending an Account thereof to a 


proper Workman, they may be fitted to a 
ſufficient Degree of Exactneſs. 


But, as in many curious Pieces of Work- 
manſhip, there is an abſolute Neceſſity of 
viewing the Object under a large Angle, in 
Order that the moſt minute Parts may be ob- 
ſerved, in this Caſe, Glaſſes of a larger 
magnifying Power, than what is proper for 
common Purpoſes, muſt be uſed ; and if the 
Work be brought nearer to the Eye, its 
Form will not be much altered; but the 


ſhorter Time theſe Objects are viewed the 


better, for Reaſons before given. 


Now we have ſpoke of the Nature of the 
Diſeaſe, and the Remedy ; we have pointed 
out the Symptoms, and directed how to ap- 
ply the Medicine: But as in Phyſick, the 


Quantum muſt be proportioned to the Qua- 
lity 
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lity of the Drug, and altered a ccording as 
it is good or bad of its kind, fo here the 
_ Glaſſes may be very judiciouſly choſen, as to 
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their Degree of magnifying Power, and ſtill 
they may be very bad Spectacles; for although 


they may aſſiſt the Eye in ſome Meaſure, 


as to its refractive Quality, yet they will in- 
ſenſibly hurt it in a greater Degree in ſeve- 
ral other Caſes; therefore we ſhall now pro- 
ceed to ſpeak of the Properties of the Glaſſes 
themſelves, and detect whether the Fault 
lies in the Materials, or is owing to the Ar- 
tiſt; and give ſuch Rules, as every Perſon 


may chuſe, examine, and judge for them- 


ſelves ; which were formerly only known to 
Connoiſſeurs and Workmen. 


In ſpeaking of the Imperfections, we ſhall 
have an Opportunity of obſerving the Pro- 
perties of good Glafles, and * them out 
as we go along. 


The Imperfections of Glaſſes, are either 
owing to the Artiſt, or the Materials they 
are made of: The Workmen often through 


Hurry, Careleſſneſs or Want of Skill, put 


them out of their Hands of an untrue Fi- 
gure or very bad Poliſh, and yet in ſuch a 
Manner as not to be diſcovered, but by very 
good Judges, whereas good Glaſſes ought to 

be 


| 
= 


OT 
be very truly formed and as exquiſitely po- 
liſhed. | ro 


The Errors that ariſe from the Materials 
are often owing to a vaſt Number of Veins in 
it; but particularly, to an offenſive glaring. 
Light, occafioned by the Colour of the 
Glaſs [commonly made Uſe of for that Pur- 


poſe] ; ſo we ſhall ſpeak to all theſe Points 
ſeparately, and firſt, _ 


To examine the Figure, view any com- 
mon Print through the Spectacles, holding 
the Glaſs at a good Diſtance from the Eye, 
and removing it gradually from the Paper, 
if the Glaſs be of a true Figure, the Print 
or Object will all appear confuſed at the ſame 
Time; but if falſe, it will appear diſtorted 
about the Edges of the Glaſs, while it re- 
mains diſtinct in the Middle. Thus if you 


view croſs Lines, which form ſmall Squares, 


as in Fig. VII. through a true- ground Glaſs, 


it will appear perfectly like the Original, only 


Bigger and Bigger as you gradually remove 
the Glaſs, till you come beyond its Focus, 
where all Parts will appear indiſtin& toge- 


ther. Whereas through a Glaſs not truly 
ground, the Squares in the Middle will ap- 
pear with ſtreight Sides, but thoſe near the 


Edges, crooked, of different Bigneſs, and 
confuſed as in Fig. VIII. 


Ta 
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To diſcover the Veins in Convex-glaſſes, 
place a Candle from you about the Diſtance 
of Five or Six Yards, then looking through 
the Glaſs, move it from the Eye, till you find 
it full of Light, and then will be ſeen every 

Vein and Speck in it. Theſe Veins always 

diſtort Objects; but Specs which are only 
opake Spots, intercept but an inconſidera- 
ble Part of the Light, doing no other Da- 
mage ; at the fame Time you will ww lee 
if there be any Fault on the Poliſh. 


As to the 8 it has been found that 
the common white Glaſs gives an offenſive 
glaring Light, very prejudicial to the Eyes 
and on that Account green and blue Glaſs 
has been adviſed, though they make every 
Object appear with their own Hue ; for theſe 
Reaſons, that white Bodies in general, and 
all Objects ſtrongly illuminated, are more 
painful to look upon than Objects tinged with 
theſe Colours. 


With what more Eaſe and Pleaſure do we 
view. the azure Sky at the Dawn, or the 
green Fields in the Spring, than the Earth 
covered with Snow, and illuminated by the 
Noon- day Sun? 


D 2 But 
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But Experience teaches us, the fineſt The- 


ories are liable to Objections, and muſt never 
be fully admitted till confirmed by Practice; 
ſo Glaſſes of theſe Colours have been found 
ineffectual, excepting in Caſes, where the 

natural Defect of the Eye requires ſuch ; or 


for Workmen looking on luminous Objects, 


to whom they are of very great Service, ren- 


dering thoſe Object eaſy to be viewed; but 
to others are very prejudicial, making the 
Objects too dark through the Deepneſs of 
the Tinge of the Glaſs, and even affecting 
the Eye in ſuch a Manner, that all Objects 
appear of the fame Tinct for {ome Time 
after they are uſed, 


VU pon theſe nn ſome Time ago 
I was induced to make Trial of a new kind 


of Glaſs and recommend it to the Publick, 


as being fitter for the Purpoſes of Spectacles 
than any other Sort whatſoever ; on theſe Ac- 
counts, it 1s harder, freer from Veins, and 
being of a greeniſh Caſt, takes off the gla- 
ring Light ſo much complained of in the 
White, yet ſo tranſparent as not to be liable 
to the Objections ſo juſtly made to thoſe of 


: deeper Colours. 


That it is harder, is evident, from the Dif. 


ficulty there is in working it; ſince Artificers 


can 


1 


can grind near double the Number of white 
Glaſs, that they can do of this Sort in the 


ſame Time : And as every one the leaſt con- 


verſant in Opticks, knows the greateſt Exact- 


neſs in Figure is requiſite to make a good 
Object- glaſs in a long Teleſcope ; ſo that this 


Sort makes excellent Glaſſes for that Pur- 


poſe is now known by the Experience of all 


Workmen, while it is impoſſible to make a 


tolerable good one out of the white Glaſs. 


It is likewiſe known, that a hard Body of 


a homogeneous Nature can be formed into 


a truer Figure, than one of a ſoft unequal 


Subſtance ; where the ſofter Parts in forming 


or poliſhing, always works away faſter than 
the hard, and by that Means leaves an un- 


_ equal Surface. Such a Subſtance can never 
anſwer in great Teleſcopes, ' when every Er- 


ror in the Image formed by the Object-glaſs, 
are ſo greatly magnified by that next the Eye. 
From hence it appears, that the white Glaſs 


is not only of a ſofter Body, but of a more 


heterogeneous Nature, and at the ſame Time 


is a Proof of the Hardneſs and equal Solidity 


of the Kind recommended. 


That it is freer from Veins, we are certain 
of from Examination, for in comparing any 
Number with the white Glaſſes as directed, 


Page 


122 


Page 19, you will find Ten in the White full 
of Veins to one of theſe; and likewiſe the 
Veins in this Glaſs are ſo . in Compari- 


ſon of the other, that the Errors ariſing from 
them muſt be leſs in Fropertind. | 


That theſe Spectacles nat by dearer, 


will appear from the greater Charge arifing 


from the working, as well as from the 


higher Price of the Materials; but, their 


being ſo much preferable in every Shape to 
the common Glaſs, which, Experience and 
the univerſal Approbation they have met 


with ſufficiently confirms, makes them 
cheaper upon the whole, ſince the Diffe- 


rence of the Price is ſuch a Trifle in Com- 
Pn to their ſuperior Qualifications. 


' Notwithſtanding the Oppoſition that was 
made to this Sort of Glaſs, ſome time ſince, 


by a few People of the Trade, yet ſome of 


the moſt violent of theſe Oppoſers are now 
ſo much convinced of the ſuperior Excel- 
lency of it, that they themſelves make Uſe 
of it 1 the ſame Purpoſes. 


Even at that Time, ſome of them ac- 
knowledged the Properties of this Glaſs, 
though they oppoſed it in Publick (like the 


Ephe/ian Goldſmiths who raiſed a Clamour 
n 


[ 23 ] a 
againſt Chriſtianity, leaſt it ſhould hurt the 
Craft, by deſtroying that lucrative Buſineſs 
of Shrine making) giving it asa Reaſon, that 
it would ſpoil the Sale of Spectacles made of 
Rock Cryftal and Brazil Pebbles, which for 


| ſome time had been much cried up for their 


extraordinary Virtues, while in reality, there 
is nothing to recommend them but their ex- 
orbitant Price, and the no ſmall Gain which 
they brought to the Craftſmen. 


For though they are hard, and take a fine 
Poliſh, they have a glaring Whiteneſs, and 
a Grain like the Iſland Cryſtal, and like that 
too a double Refraction &; and as was ob- 
ſerved before of the white Glaſs, it is im- 
poſſible with theſe Subſtances to make Lenſes 


either for Teleſcopes or Microſcopes, and 
conſequently can never be good Spectacles, 


though their Faults may not be ſo eaſily diſ- 


covered in ſo {imple an Inſtrument. 


Upon the whole, the Motives of recom- 
mending this Glaſs, was no other than being 
fully convinced of its Properties from the 
above Reaſons, nor was there any Pretence 
to an Invention, only happening to be the 
lucky Diſcoverer, I thought it my Duty to 
communicate it to the Publick. Neither is 

* See Sir Iſaac Newton's Opticks, Book III. Quere 23. : 
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it true, that this Glaſs was at all Times for- 
merly uſed, and for the moſt ordinary 
Goods, as has been falſely inſinuated, ſeeing 
the Price would not anſwer for the Glaſſes, 
ſold by Pedlars and common Hawkers. 


As the moſt beneficial Diſcoveries to hu- 
man Life have often been the work of 


Chance, and though very few Philoſophi- 


NG. 


cal or Optical Inſtruments made of late, de- 
ſerve the Name of Invention, yet there are 
Numbers of them that may be greatly im- 
proved; and he who does his beſt Endea- 
vours, and communicates them freely, is at 
leaſt Praiſe-worthy for his good Intentions, 
eſpecially on ſuch a Subject: So I ſhall con- 
clude with the Words of Mr. Molineux, 
Were there no further Uſe of Dioptricłs, 
« than the Invention of SpeFacles for the 
* Uſe of defective Eyes; whether they be 
ce thoſe of Old Men, or thoſe of Purblind 
« Men; I ſhould think the Advantage that 
« Mankind receives thereby, inferior to no 
other Benefit. whatſoever, not abſolutely 
« requiſite to the Support of Life. For as 
e the Sight is the moſt noble and extenſive 
of all our Senſes ;» and as we make the 
« moſt frequent and conſtant Uſe of our 
Eyes in all the Actions and Concerns of 
© human Life; ſurely that Inſtrument that 
| „ relieves 
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relieves the Eyes when decayed, and ſup- 


plies their Defects, rendering them uſeful, 
when otherwiſe almoſt uſeleſs, muſtneeds, 
of all others, be eſteemed of the greateſt 
Advantage. In what a miſerable Condition 
do we count thoſe, in whom it hath pleaſed 
the great Contriver of the Eyes and Sight, 
to ſhut theſe two little Windows of the 
Soul ? And we may imagine, that they, in 
whom theſe Lights are but partly obſcur- 
ed, do in ſome Meaſure, partake of the 
Miſeries of the Blind. How melancholy 
is the Condition of him, who only enjoys 
the Sight of what is immediately about 
him? With what Difadvantageis he engag- 
ed in moſt of the Concerns of human Life? 
Reading is to him troubleſeme, War more 
than ordinary dangerous, Trade and Com- 
merce toilſome and unpleaſant: And fo 


likewiſe, on the other Hand; How forlorn 
would the latter Part of moſt Men's Lives 
prove, unleſs Spectacles were at Hand to 


help our Eyes, and a little formed Piece 
of Glaſs ſupplied the Defects of Nature? 
The curious Mechanic, engaged in any 


minute Works, could no longer follow his 


Trade than till the Fiftieth or Sixtieth 
Year of his Age : 'The Scholar no longer 
converſe with his Books, or with an ab- 
ſent Friend in a Letter, All after would 

| E .*< De 
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4 be melancholy Idleneſs, or he muſt con- 


ee tent himſelf to uſe another Man's Eyes 


« for every Line. Thus forlorn was the | 


t State of moſt Old Men, and many young, 


,« before this admirable Invention; which, 
* on this very Account, can never be prized 


4 © too highly. : 


Advertiſement. 


At JAMES AYSCO U 


At the Golden-SpeQacles and Qua- 
| aro in * LonDoN, 


* E R E are, for the greater Conveni- 
ency of fitting People of all Ages, above 
thirty different Kinds of Spectacles, each 
magnifying mare than the other, ſet in all 
Manner of neat and commodious Frame 
| Where all Perſons, among ſo large an Aſſort- 
8 ment, may fit themſelves to any Degree of Ex- 
acrneſ, or, by ſending an Account from the 
Country 7 as directed in this Book) can be 
fitted as well as if they were on the Spot, He 
bas likewiſe ſome double-jointed Frames, en- 
tirely of a new Contrivance, being an exceeding 
great Improvement, ſeeing "they obwiate all the 
Objections made to the common Spring-Spetta- 
cles, as they neither preſs upon the Noſe nor the 
Temples ; -the Complaint againſt theſe being the 
? | Preſſure they cauſe on that Place, which flops 
9 the Circulation of - the Blood, and thereby 
occaſions to many People vi olent Head- Aches. 


Where alſo may be had, 


All Sorts of Optical, Mathematical, and 
Philoſophical © hab Me ; particularly, Re- 
fęradting 
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frat ng Ve ſees, whi ch, from ſeveral late 

Tryals, at Sea by the moſt experienced and 
comb Judges, are allowed greatly to excel 

any other yet made in England. 


Great Choice of Barometers, either Portable 
or Standard, accurately fitted up in neat, 
commodious, and ornamental Frames, at all 
different Prices, from Fifteen Shillings, to 
Five Guineas and upwards. 
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FORTASSE parum neceſſarium videbitur de morbo 
ſeribere, cujus et hiſtoria, et modus medendi in gene- 
re tam bene nota ſunt: quoniam autem ipſe ſaepius 
illius ſaevos paſſus ſim dolores, jure quodam obſervata 
tradam de hiſtoria pariter ac curatione, quae, ut ſpero, 


attentione non prorſus indigna habebuntur. 
DEFINITIO MORBI, 


Clariſſimus Cullenus, nuper defunctus, cujus im- 
menſum ingenium, laborque adſiduus, in praxeos me- 
dicae emendatione adhibita, perpetua ſervabuntur me- 
moria, illis praecipue, quibus felicitas contigit, doc- 
irinam ſimul ac voluptatem ex efficaci illius eloquentia, 


et infinita rerum cognitione hauriendi,—in ſua ſynop- 


fi noſologiae methodicae, hunc morbum in ordine 


pllegmaſiarum n, ſic definivit. 
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2 DE RHEUMATISMO Acuro. 


Morbus, ab externa et plerumque evidente cauſa; 
Pyrexia, dolor circa articulos, muſculorum tractum ſe- 
quens, genua et reliquos majores, potius quam pedum 
vel manuum articulos infeſtans, calore externo auctus. 


HISTORIA MORBI. 


| In hiſtoria morbi ſcribenda, phaenomena manifeſta 
et naturalia, ſumma cura annotanda ſunt. Neque e- 
nim aut cauſae morbificae, aut indicationes curativae 
attingendae erunt, niſi ſymptomatis propriis prius cer- | 
et diſtincte perfectis; _— ne —— quidem 
neglegi debent. 
Rheumatiſmus antiquis minus perfette t notus fuiſſe 
vꝛdetur. Hiſtoriae ab illis traditae valde imperfectae 


| Lunt, cumque hiſtoriis, ut verifimile eſt, Podagrae et 


Catarrhi confuſae. Quare et modus medendi parum 
idoneus, et ad morbum diuturniorem reddendum * 
tus. | 


Primus Botellus' catarrhum, ut rum audiebat, In» 


flammatorium diſtinxit, venaeſectionemque laudavit. 
Ballonius autem, medicus Gallus, qui initio ſaeculi de- 


eimi ſexti vixit, primus hunc morbum luculenter de- 
ſcripſit, et a Podagra ſejunxit; hic verbo Rheumatiſtui 
utens, morbum inflammatorium indicavit, et confilie 
um medendi iniit rationi conſentaneum, venaeſectione, 


et regimine juſto. Hune ſecuti ſunt Rirerivs aliique; 


DE RHEUMATISMO ACUTO. x 


in his imprimis magnus ille Sydenhamus, qui natu- 
ram morbi pleni depinxit, ejuſque medelam emendavit 
et auxit. 8 
Hie Rheumatiſmum in duas ſpecies, Acutum et 
Chronicum, dividit, ſingulaeque harum ſuam et di- 
verſam medendi rationem rite propoſuit. Mihi de 
illa praecipue diſſerendum. 
.* Rheumatiſmus acutus borealis caeli incolas maxime 
adoritur; per magnam Britaniam et Hiberniam bene 
notus ; calidis regionibus perraro viſus. Graſſatur im- 
Primis, autumno et vere, hyeme rarior, continuato ge- 
lu; tempeſtati variae, pracſertim pluvioſac, familia» 
riſſimus. Aeſtate interdum adparet, tempeſtate diu 
| mutabili exiſtente. : | 
"5 Uterque ſexus obnoxius; ſequior tamen obſervatur 
ſaepius eo laborare. Ingruit maxime a tempore puber: 
tatis, ad annum triceſimum quintum, et nonnunquam 
quadrageſimum, vix vero poſtea. Interdum ſed perraro 
ante pubertatem viſus. Ipſe duo exempla decennium 
cognovi, et quidem graviſſima. Omnis corporis ha- 
bitus in eum proclivis, imprimis vero ſanguineus. 
Plerumque incipit a ſymptomatis pyreziae; rigore, 
Janguore &c, quae calor, ſitis, inquies, cutis arida &c. 
" Þulſys plenus, frequens, et plerumque validus excipiunt. 
: Cum his quoque interdum Vertigo, et cibi nauſea. 
Lingua areſcit, et cruſta alba obducitur. Simul do- 
Jor indiſtinctus, vel potius ſenſus ingratus, ſacpe adeſt 
inter humeros, tanquam ſcapulae ad ſe invicem attra · 


4 DE RHEUMATISMO ACUTO, 


herentur. Moleſtus quoque ſenſus alterum latus ad- 


ficit, juxta vertebras lumbares, quem aegrotus fre- 


quenter poſiturae corporis ſedentis incommodae tribuit, 


ſaepiuſque hujus mutatione levamen quaerit, ſed fruſ- 
tra. Hos ſenſus plerumque excipiunt poſt unum al- 
terumve diem, interdum autem eadem nocte, dolores 
diverſarum corporis partium; maxime autem junctu- 
rarum majorum, talorum, genuum, carporum, cubi- 
torum, humerorum, | 

Hi dolores nonnunquam, priuſquam ſymptomata 
þyrexiae apparuerint, aegrotum adoriuntur; tunc vero 
Rheumatiſmus plerumque minus gravis fit. Dolores 
ſaepius ingruente nocte incipiunt; alternaque vi, cur- 
ſum muſculorum ſequentes, varias juncturas afficiunt; 
nimirum tali et genu, carpi et cubiti. At non raro ſin- 
gula junctura caeteris plus patitur. Aegrotus valde 
irrequietus, ſemper poſituram artus affecti mutare geſ- 


tit; metuit vero doloris maximum augmen, vel mini- 


mo motu induci ſolitum. Dolore perſeverante, tumor 


non parvus, nec ſine rubore, juncturas affectas circum- 


dat; tunc vero aeger paululum levatur; et verſus Au- 


roram ſomnum capit citra requiem, dolore ſaepe inter- 
pellatum. Hic enim, licet minus quam ante, torquens, 
tamen interdum pergravis. Luce veniente, dolores 
adhuc moderatiores fiunt; ut aeger ſperare incipiat, 
vim morbi jamjam tranſiſſe. Sed die veſperaſcente, 
modo crudeli ſpe ſua exuitur; dolor ſenſim et alias 


juncturas ocgupat, miſerique cruciatus, f1 fieri licet, 
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tent, tamen vel minima ſitus mutatione, aegrum mi- 


vallis manens uſque ad ſolitam veſpere exacerbatio- 


quae initio afficiebantur, occupant. Et fic crudelis 


ratarum unicum ſolamen credit. Tandem fere omnes 


to ingerendus. Stratorum pondus intolerabile; quate 


de illa multum dubito. Quin potius credo, calorem 


levare. Doloris augmen equidem linteorum ponderi 


— 
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geminantur. Quae partes priore nocte doluerant, li- 


cet nunc doloris expertes ſint, quamdin immotae reſ- | 


ſere torquent, propter immenſam ſuam irritabilitatem. 


Circa tempus uſitatum, mane remiſſio fit, cum inter- 
nem; tum vero dolores, vel alias juncturas, vel illas 


morbus interdum tanta celeritate et vi augetur, ut mi- 
ſer, horrendis cruciatibus laceratus, graviſſimos plora- 


tus edat, mortem enixe exoptans, quam rerum deſpe- 


extremorum cum ſuperiorum, tum inferiorum junctu- 
Tae, ita afficiuntur, ut ne caput quidem ex pulvinari 
tollere queat, ad ſitum immenſam reſtinguendam. In- 


fantis inſtar, a manu miniſtri et potus et cibus aegro- 


neceſſe fit, ut variis artificiis impediantur, quo minus 
artus dolentes premant; et oportet artus pulvinaribus 
mollibus ſuffulcire; ut ea ratione, quoties aegro lubet, 
moveri a ſervis poſſint. Quamvis adhuc omnibus au- 
toribus ſententia fuit, quam et Cullenus in Definitione 


curate memorat, dolores externo calore augeri, tamen 
rite applicatum perutilem eſſe, et dolores ſummopere 


et max;me poſiturae corporis reſtrictae tribuo, 


6 DE RHEUMATISMO ACUTO. 
| | 


abate Lone dF inte a 


| 
| 


Nam et in ſanitate, ſi cujus artus diutius unum eus · 
demque ſitum ſervarint, muſculi, quotquot agunt, * 


tigantur, et ſenſus ab hac re oriundus ſenſim peringra- 
tus fit. Quare cum in lecto ſumus, et ſomno ſopiti, 
natura dirigente verſamus nos huc illuc, muſculos 
diverſos alternatim contrahentes et laxantes; quae res 


quieti et corporis refectioni multum favet; alias enim 
maxima noctis pars irrequieta foret. | 
 Irrequies neceſſario inter cactera dolorem ſequitur; 


nam quum mens ſenſum ingratum rejicere ſtudeat, le- 


vamen quaerit per ſitus mutationem. 


Aegrotus interdum e lecto ferri optat, fablerationis, 
gratia, ſed ipfius motus vel ſola cogitatio terrore eum | 
implet. Poſtulat haec res multos adjutores, a quibus | 
in lancis tegminibus ſumma cura portetur, ſitu hori- 
z⁊Zontali, vel minimum motum graviorem caventibus, 

a quo, dolore non tolerando afficeretur. Haec ſitus 


mutatio ad tempus levamini eſt, Sed ſumma cura o- 


pus eſt, ne aer frigidus ulli corporis parti admoveatur, 
qui certo certius dolores auget. Aegrotus extra lec- 


tum poſitus aliquantum refectus videtur, ut levamen 


breve aceipit; quod tamen mox taedium ſequitur, et 
eupido in lectum revertendi, qui, quod recenter ſtratus 
eſt, per breve ſpatium pergratus videtur. Atque fic. 
hie morbus tam ſaevus varia vehementia continuatur 


per plures dies, imo nonnunquam ſeptimanas. Inter- 
dum muſculi intercoſtales afficiuntur cum magno inter 
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DX RHEUMATISMO ACUTO, 7 
inſpttandum dolore in latere, pleuritico non abſimili.— 
Alias, muſculi occipitales et cervicales afficiebantur, 
eum ſumma aegroti moleſtia. Sed hi dolores, ut qui 


juncturas afficiunt, Paucis horis mitigantur. 


Hic morbus nonnunquam per metaſtaſin internas 
sceupat partes Quam rem et Clariſſimus Gregory in 


ilinicis praelectionibus memorat, et Clar. Home in 


elinicis experimentis, exemplis quibuſdam firmat. 
D. Macbride quoque loquitur de tali metaſtaſi alternis 


vieibus inteſtina torminibus crudelibus et vehementi 


diarrhoea, carnoſas vero corporis partes acutis dolori- 
bus afficiente; ventre tranquillo, artus doloribus cruciĩ 
antur; his aufem recedentibus, redeunt tormina et 
profluvium. Qua ratione aegrotus per plures ſeptĩ · 
manas torquetur et hauritur. 

Ipſe exemplum memorabile hujus generis vidi, quod 


in fine diſſertationis hujus narrabo. 


Duratio Rheumatiſmi Acuti, ut antea ditum fuit, in- 
certa eſt, nec pleramque tanta vi ſaevit. Sed in morbi 
decurſu, utriuſque lateris junQurae ordine afficiuntur, 
ſaepe iteratis vicibus, donee morbus paulatim recedit, 
acgroto debiliſimo manente. Sub initium urina ru - 


dra, poſt paucos dies magnam vim materiae lateritiac 


deponit. Quod tamen non ſine intermiſſione fit ; 
nam inter exacerbationes rurſus ſine ſedimento rubet; 

Urina, ut videtur, cum remiſſionibus et exacerbationl» ö 
bus alternans. Alxus fere ſemper per totum morbum 


adſtricta, quod ſymptoma aegrotus augere videtur, 
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ne dejectionibus ejuſmodi moleſtiam capiat. Sudoris 
aliquid, maxime noctu, ab initio morbi, ſed in parte 
corporis tantum, et ut videtur a doloris exceſſu, et 
citra levamen. 5 
Mens per totum morbum ſaniſſima, et animus haud 


demiſſus per remiſſiones. Tuſſis moleſta interdum 


urget, et aegrum miſere torquet. Dolorem, ruborem 


et tumorem tegumentorum cirea affectas juncturas ſe- 


quitur diſpoſitio aliqua ad fudorem, ſub finem morbi 
augere viſa; quae evacuatio, ſi magna fuerit, evidenti 


eſt auxilio. 
DIAGNOSIS. 


Juſta et adcurata morbi ab aliis diſtinctio, qui multts 
ſimiles putandi, tamen examine magis exquiſito in di- 
verſa, ſymptomata facto, valde diverſi inveniantur, 
tum quoad cauſas, tum effectus et medendi rationem, . 
medicinam facienti maxime neceſſaria eſt. Sine hac, 
incerto pede gradietur, et ſaepius in errores periculo- 
ſiſſimos incidet. Non tamen difficile eſt hujus morbi 
diſerimen. | 
Nam ſoli hi morbi, Podagra, Syphilis et Scorbutus 
eum referunt. A podagra diſtinguitur, quod homines 


vegetos occupat, quod evidenter a frigore oritur, quod 
maxime magnas afficit juncturas, quod ſaepe ab una 


ad alteram juncturam movetur;quod muſculorum ſi- 
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tum-fequitur, quod ſaepius foeminas invadit, denique, 
quod generali diatheſi phlogiſtica ſtipatur. Contra, 


podagra raro ante triceſſimum quintum annum oritur, 


plerumque adhuec ſerius, hos praecipue afficiens, qui 


pigri ſunt et luxurioſi, raro mulieres. Occupat im- 
primis juncturas exiguas, pedum praecipue morbus. 
Hereditarius eſt, et aegrotus per intervalla eidem eſt 
obnoxius. Rheumatiſmus quidem interdum heredi- 
tarius ſed rariſſime, et redire ſolitus, ſed ob frigus. 

In podagra quoque morbus fere localis eſt, ſyſtemate 
parum turbato, praecedente ſaepe aciditate ventricu- 
li cum languore, torpore cruris et femoris, venis cru- 
ris pleniſſimis. Die ante paroxyſmum appetitus el 
ingens, et lachrymae oculos complent, aegrotuſque 1s 


racundiae et aegritudini obnoxius. Denique paro- 


xyſmus incipit poſt mediam noctem, et omnium pri- 


mum pedis pollicem occupat. Quibus rebus conſide- 


ratis; diſcrimen podagram inter et rheumatiſmum fa- 


eile patebit. 


A Syphilitide facile diſtinguitur: nam in hac dolo- 
res profundiores et in centro oſſium artuum poſiti 
ſunt, Offa cranii ſaepe afficiuntur; et plerumque no- 
dis et exoſtoſi ſtipatur. Dolor tactu non augetur, por- 
ro et hoc diſtinguitur, quod aeger antea lue venerea 


laboraverit. Rheumatiſmus non ofla ſed ligamenta et 


- aponeuroſes juncturarum tendineas afficit. Scorbutus 


aunquam non lividis maculis in multis corporis parti» 
f B 
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bus ſtipatur, ut et gingivis ſpongioſis, preſſione minima 
fanguinem effundentibus, magna debilitate, frequen- 
ti haemorrhagia, &c. quae omnia in Rheumatiſino 


nunquam apparent. Rhenmatifmus acutus, niſi ſum- 


ma cura adhibita, in chronicum abit, ſed hae ſpecies 


facile a medico conſiderante diſtinguentur. In chro- 
nico nulla pyrexia, ſaltem non multum, nullus rubor, 
tumor vix ullus; dolores paucas juncturas occupant, 
non ſolent locum mutare; artus plerumque frigent, 
et dolores femper calore levantur; pulſus mollis, de- 


bilis. Caeterae affectiones locales rheumaticae, ut 


Lumbago, Sciatica &c, facile a morbo de quo ſeribo 
| diſtinguuntur. 


CAUSAE REMOTAE. 


Has recte in praediſponentes dividuntur et excitantes. 


Cauſa prediſponens illa peculiaris forma eſt, ille cor- 


poris habitus, illa propria conſtitutio, quae huic mor- 


bo praecipue obnoxia eſt, Temperamentum ſangui- 


neum, a D. Gregory ita deſcriptum; (conſtitutione - 


corporis pleniore; compagine molliore, cute delicata, 
tenui, molli, calida, venis magnis, confpicuis, caeru- 
leis &c.) in hunc morbum maxime proclive; Diathe- 
ſis phlogiſtica, vel tonus ſyſtematis arterioſi auctus, in- 
colae caeli ſeptentrionalis; diaeta plena et lauta; exer- 
citi parum; evacuationum ſolitarum diminutio aut 
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ſuppreſſio; venarum ſectiones ſolitae neglectae; per- 
ſpiratio minuta vel ſuppreſſa; diarrhoea periodica, 
haeworrhoides vel menſes repreſſi &c; quae cauſa ul- 
tima forſan praecipua eſt, cur tam ſaepe mulieres hoc 
morbo laborant. Qui ante rheumatiſmum path ſunt, 
nujus reditui opnoxii ſunt, quamdia plethora arterioſa 
manet, nain conſuetudinum ſyſtematis relinquit; qua- 
re quoque qui Opthalmia, Cynanche tonſillari, Ca- 
tarrho, &c. alfecti fuerint, his morbis poſtea obnoxii 
aſſe obſervantur. Nonnulli putarunt, evacuationes 
ec edentes corpus huie morbo opportunum reddidiſſe, 
ob auctam irritabilitatem; ego vero nulla ratione con- 
cipere poſſum, quomodo diatheſis phlogiſtica, quae 
hujus morbi cauſa pracdiſponens maxime neceſſaria eſt, 
ullum nexum poſlit habere cum illa debilitate, quam 
evacuationes immodicae gignunt. 

Cum hac prediſpoſitione neceſſe eſt ut jungantur 
cauſae excitantes, quarum frequentiſſimum frigus eſt, 
maxime cum humiditate conjuntum. Hine morbus 
inducitur tempeſtate varia, veſtibus madidis, in qui- 
bus mortalis per aliquod tempus ſederit; expoſitione 
ad ſubitum frigus, poſt vehemens exercitium; ſi quis 
calido cubiculo ſedens, corpus calefactum frigidi aeris 
motui dederit, praeſertim dorſum lumboſque; domi. 
eiliis kumidis, recenter conditis, et eruptionibus cutas 
nals retroceſſis. 
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CAUSA PROXIMA, 


Is variis morbis confiderandis, nil forſan tam arduum 


eſt inventu et deſcriptu, ac cauſa eorum proxima. 


De hac re multas opiniones defenderunt ſcriptores 


medici. 


Diu ſententia valuit de lentore fire tenacitate ſan- 


guinis, tanquam cauſa prozima Rheumatiſmi. Alit 


propriam ſanguinis acrimoniam finxerunt. 


Cullenus illuſtriſſimus, qui nuper obiit, has opinio- 


nes perfecte refutavit, poſuitque multa quidem ſatis 


arridentia de eadem re. Aſſerit cauſam rheumatiſmi 


eandem eſſe, ac inflammationis a ſtimulo directo non 


pendentis; frigus applicatum vaſa juncturarum prae- 


ſertim aſficere, quippe quae, membrana celluloſa mi- 
nus quam partes artes inter juncturas ſitae, tecta ſint; 
irigus porro extrema vaſa conſtringere, ſimulque in 
curſu eorum auctum tonum five diatheſin phlogiſticam 


gignere; unde auctus ſanguinis impetus et hujus tran- 


fitui libero reſiſtentia oriantur, ideoque inflammatio et 


dolor; quibus addenda affectio quaedam ſingularis fi- 
brarum muſcularium, quae videntur quodammodo ri- 
gere, et motus minus facile ſuſcipere, et inter hos do- 
lore affici. Eadem affectio dolores ab una ad aliam 
juncturam propagare videtur, qui dolores gravius ſens 


tiuntur in illis extremis valis, quae in juncturis ter- 
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minantur; quod oſcillationes ultra hace nen propa- 
gentur. 

Ut rem igitur finiam, cauſa prozima inflammatio 
videtur eſſe membranarum et apecrnenroſeon, interdum 
et ligamentorum, quae etſi in ſtatu naturali parum 
ſenſibilitatis habeant, tamen inflammata, acute ſenti- 


unt et graviſſimos dolores gignunt. 


P ROGN O 818. 


Licet hie morbus jure omnium phlegmaſiarum 
maximo dolore ſtipari credatur, tamen viz unquam 
lethalis eſt; ne dicam nunquam, qua verus rheuma— 
tiſmus acutus. Saepe autem cum morbis epideniicis 
junctus viſus eſt, Magnus Sy denhamus aſſerit varios 
morbos graſſantis epidemici naturae participes eſſe, et 
Clarus Gregorius nonnullos annis 1781 et 1782 letha- 
les rheumatiſmos ita explicat, ut cum febre typho con- 
tagioſa tunc ſaeviente junctos credat. Veriſimile au- 
tem eſt typhum non rheumatiſmum mortem peperiſſe. 
Male curatus, aut in 1is quos ſaepe ante adortus eſt, 
trequenter terminatur chronico rheumatiſmo pervica- 
ei, quem ſaepe ſequuntur paralyſis, anchyloſis, et rigi- 
ditas non vincenda artuum affectorum. 


Per metaſtaſin cerebrum, pulmones, aliave viſcera 


alliciens, peſſimus eſt, Sunt qui hoc negant fieri, aſ- 
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ſerentes tales affectiones a podagra, non a materia 
morbifica rheumatiſmi metaſtaſi mobili oriri. 


Fortaſſe autem his facultas nunquam fuit tale exem- 


plum videndi, nam rariora ſunt; quare in talem ſen- 


tentiam abierunt. Natura et medela faelix exempli, 


in fine hujus libelli narrati, talem metaſtaſin revera fi- 


eri poſſe, his probabunt. Rheumatiſmus acutus ſem- 
per fere reſolutione, vel exudatione terminatur: exem- 
pla ſuppurationis ſunt rariſſima, quum morbus maxime 


aponeuroſes tendineas afficit et ligamenta, ſuppurati- 


oni non obnoxia. Quamvis obſervarim in hoc morbe 


materiam gelatinoſam effundi; tamen patet hane ci- 
tiſſime aut abſorberi aut exſudari, quum tumores circa 


juncturas ſemper recedant. D. Storck exempla quae- 


dam ſuppurationis memorat, in ulcera mali moris et 


perdifficilia ſanatu abeuntia. Non eſt quod credamus 


morbum unquam per gangracnam terminatum elſe, 


aut per ſcirrhum. Saepiſſime idem morbus bene ter- 


minatur citraque ullos effectus malos, (niſi quod aeger 
facilius in poſterum eodem corripiatur) in hunc morem. 
Si conſtitutione bona fuerit, ſi morbis praeteritis non 
lacſus, ſi pyrexiae ſymptomata minus violenta, ft veſ- 
pertinae exacerbationes minuantur, fi ſomnus aegrum 
reficiat, et excretio per cutem generalis fiat et copioſa, 
et ſatis diuturna; ſi urina per integrum diem noctem- 
que magnam copiam ſedimenti lateritii depoſuerit; ſi 


haemerrhagia vel diarrhaea pyrexiam minuerit ; tune- 
finis morbi felix mox ſperandus. 
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MODUS MED EN DI. 


Quum hic morbus evidenter conſtet affectione inflam- 


matoria aponeuroſeon tendinearum et ligamentorum 


eirca juncturas poſitorum, quam ingens diatheſis 
phlogiſtica comitatur; haec diatheſis tollatur neceſſe 
oft, 

Res maximi momenti hic loci confideranda, diacta 
aegroti eſt, quippe ſine qua, caetera medici auxilia nil 


profutura ſint. Quare quam curatiſſime potero hanc 
deſcribam. 
R E GI M E N. 


Maxime neceſſe erit, ut aeger ab omni cibo animali 
abſtineat; nee permittantur leviſſima juſcula. 


Etiam Butyrum, licet minima copia, pani toſto illi - 


tum, ſymptomata aſperavit. Quamvis ipſe aegrotus 


raro vel minimam cupidinem ſolidi cibi habeat, tamen 


cognati ejus, putantes eum dolore debilem reddi, vex- 
are eum ſolent, varios cibos delicatiores miniſtrantes, 
ut dulciaria, appetitum creandi gratia. Quod ut evi- 
temus, neceſſe erit monere eos, quam mali ſequi ſole - 
ant effectus. 


A vino, cardiacis, potu fermentato omnigeno ſedu- 


1 abſtinendum, etiam horum minima; copia, eaque 
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dilutifima, Uno verbo, tota diacta lacte et frugibus 
abſolvatur, quae ſatis variari poſſunt, ad taedium et 
nauſeam ſugandum. Varia farinacea varietates prae- 
bent pergratas et cibi et potus; ut .decotum hordet, 
avenae tenuiſſimum, panada, aqua cum pane toſto; 
quod Angli vocant flummery; fructus conditi, ut ro- 
bus ribeſiorum; poma coca; liquor vulgo vocatue 
Lemonade, lac amygdalinum; quae et ſimilia feliciter 
uſurpari poſſunt. Sed potus omnium jucundiſſimus, 
et qui aegroto minime nauſeam creat, praeparatur e 
late vaccino, cocto, cujus ſerum, ope lactis ſeroſi, ſe- 
paratum fuerit; vulgo vocatum #qwo milk whey; et in 
 Hibernia plerumque adhibetur pro potu ordinario in 
omnibus pyrexiis. Hunc potum ego fere ſemper ae- 
grotis tam jucyfidum inveni, ut per diuturnum mor- 
bum, alium praebendi nulla anſa eſſet. Sitim extin- 
guit perfecte, ventriculo pergratus eſt, et plerumque 
leniter alvum ducit; unde ejus uſus bonus erit ad di- 
atheſin phlogiſticam fugandam, Multa exempla ex- 
ſtant, in quibus infimae plebis Hiberni perfectam ſalu- 
tem recuperarunt, ſolo uſu hujus ſeri cum panis pau · 
xillo ex tritico bene toſto. 

Sydenhamus hanc diaetam egregie laudat. 

Ab initio bujus morbi, aegri leo committendi, nec 
ab eo removendi, niſi decubitu defeſſi; tum enim tol- 


lantur, dum recenter ſternatur. Per breve ſpatium 
tantum extra lectum ſint; et ſumma adhibeatur cura, 
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ne ſrigore rurſus icti, in eundem morbum recidant. | | 
Jam autem cactera, contra diatheſin hancce, remedia | 


conſideremis, quorum princeps eſt. 
JJ ENAESECT IU; 


| Quae in nullo alio morbo tam certum auxilium eſt. 
Sydenhamus, qui omnium primus, hujus morbi, ut 
videtur, tractationem plene conſideravit, juſſit venae- 
ſectiones fieri ſtatutis, ſingulorum, binorum, terno- 
rumve dierum ſpatiis, ad quartam uſque vicem, ultra 
quam nunquam neceſſe erit progredi, niſi aegrotus 
calidiore regimine uſus fuerit. Pringle, cujus obſer- 
„ vationes medicae ſummam ſibi attentionem vindicant, 
| longius adhuc progreditur. Ne mihi vitio vertatur, {1 
ipſiſſima proferam verba. 
« If the Rheumatiſm was attended with acute Pains, 
& or ſwelling of the joints, the cure Was chiefly to be 
« obtained by repeated and almoſt daily bleedings, 
e till the feveriſh heat and the pain were entirely re- 
© moved, or made much caſfier. 
« In this courſe we may proceed the more ſatefly, 
e as thoſe who are ſubject to this kind of Rheumatiſm, 
&« are generally in the full vigour of life, and are ei - 


ce ther plethoric, or able to bear ſuch evacutions; add, 
e that frequent bleedings weaken the body leſs per- 
* haps in this diſeaſe than in any other,” 
G 
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Licet tanti viri ſententiam, ut par eſt, ſuſpiciam, ob- 


ſervandum tamen eſt, tam frequentes venaeſectioncs 


nequaquam poſtulari; quae, e contrario, mala vix 


tollenda in ſyſtemate procrearunt. Credendum qui— 


dem milites, quippe qui maxime e robuſtiſſimis et 


valde vegetis hominibus conſtent, quorum vigor ſem- 
per ſervatur quotidiano exercitio; vitaque dura, quum 


omnibus exponantur tempeſtatibus; quam alii homi- 


nes has evacuationes melius perlaturos. In vita ta- 


men civili talis praxis minime idonea. His profluviis 
ſaepe iteratis, tanta ſaepe aegrotorum debilitas orta eſt; 


ut contraria tractandi ratio prorſus poſtularetur; datis 


meracſĩoribus vinis ad periculum praeſentiſſimum pro- 


pulſandum. 

Alias quoque morbus degeneravit in invictum rheu- 
matiſmum chronicum, cum convaleſcentia tardiſſima; 
inſuper Hydrops ſecutus eſt, ſalute, in quibuſdam ex- 
emplis, nunquam redeunte. Dum autem fic com- 
monſtrem, quam ſint ineptae et periculi plenae, ve- 


naeſectiones toties repetitae; obſervare debeo, venae- 


ſectionem intra certos limites praeſtantiſſimum eſſe 


auxilium, et plerumque prorſus neceſſarium. In ini- 


tio morbi, duodecim vel viginti unciae ſanguinis, ex 


orificio magno, mittantur, ſecundum aegri conſtituti- 


onem et magnitudinem morbi. 


Sanguis miſſus ſemper tunicae coriaceae habet, plus 
minuſve, eaeque pleuriticae perſimilis. Quod phae- 
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nomenon medicos ſaepe in errorem ducit, non in hoc 
morbo tantum, ſed et in aliis; quippe qui venaeſec- 
tiones eouſque continuent, donec haec cruſta diſpareat. 
Haec praxis quam fit incerta vix eſt qui ignoret; nec 
mei propoſiti eſt illius phaenomeni minutiorem dare 
explicationem. Si, poſt ſanguinem miſſum, generalis 
diatheſis minuta videatur; ſi calor et ſitis minus urge- 
ant; fi magnum doloris levamen percipiatur; non e- 
rit quod plus fanguinis detrahamus. Sin vero nulla 
vel parva tantum mutatio ſit, altera venaeſectio fiat die 
inſequente primae aequalis. Exempla perraro erunt, 
in quibus ulterius progrediendum; ſingula venaeſectio 
ut plurimum ſufficict, ſi tractatio in genere rite fuerit 
inſtituta. Non abs re erit hic annotaſſe, in hoc mor- 
bo, ut in cacteris phlegmaſiis, ſingulam venaeſectio- 
nem largiorem, ſubita ſyſtematis inanitione facta, plus 


prodeſſe quam plures parciores. Dolore pervicaciter 


in uno loco ſaeviente, utilis erit venaeſectio topica, ad- 


hibitis hirudinibus, generali praegreſſa. Venimus 


nunc ad 


E MEI CA. 


Quum in morbi initio ſaepe nauſea et vomituritio ad- 


fit, ideo poſt venaeſectionem Emeticum utile inventum 
fuit. 8 
Emetica antimonialia hic anteferenda videntur* 
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quum duplex propoſitum exſequantur, data parvis do- 
ſibus et brevibus intervallis; non enim ſolum ventri- 
culum purgant, ſed et ſolent inteſtinorum contenta eli- 


minare leniter; qua ratione uſus praecavetur. 
CAT HARTICO RUM. 


Quae in hoc morbo minime ſunt idonea, propter mag- 
nam moleſtiam et acgritudinem, quam aegris ſolent 
faceſſere; cujus dolor immenſus, fi vel minime turba- 
tus fuerit; rite conſiderandus. Quod ſi durante mor- 
bo, alvus adſtrictior fuerit, tollendum hoc per clyſma 
emolliens quotidie adhibitum, vel laxantibus mitiſſi- 
mis, ut chryſtallis tartari, manna, tamarindis, ſale po- 
lychreſto, rupellenſi, &c. quae dentur parvis doſibus, 
et juſtis intervallis repetantur, donec alvus reſpondat. 


Sic enim data optimos edent effectus, et viribus ſuis 


refrigeratoriis, ſymptomata generaliora multum di- 


minuent. 

Poſt has evacuationes multi egregii ſcriptores uſum 
nitri concelebrarunt, magnis doſibus et bene diluti, 
2da. 3tiave quaque hora. Datum fuit ad drachmas 
decem, viginti quatuor horarum ſpatio. Aegroti, qui- 
bus haec methodus tractandi maxime profuit, robuſ- 
tiores fuerunt, et a noſocomiis caſtrenſibus collecti; 
ſaepe autem ventriculum nauſea afficere invenitur. 


Acida, quidem, ut aceti copia parva, puta hujus coch- 
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5 leare paryum, vel ſyrupus ſucci Limonumn, ingratum 
: illum ſenſum praccavebunt. Nitrum, {ic datum, in- 
terdum diureticum, interdum ſudorificum ett; quo: 
cunque tamen modo operatur, non tantum prodelt in 
F genere, ut nupera momitrarunt obiervata, QUAmWA alii 
| ſecerunt ut expectemus. Symplomata quidem ſacpe 
mitigantur, at pleruraque nen diu, redeunt dolores 
veſpertino tempore, uti ſolent, acquie violenti de autea. 


Adde quod medela, fic initituta, longior ire ſemper 


: fuit, Nil quidem tam deiidceratur in hoc mon bo, 
quam ea praxis quae et ſymptomatum violentiam le- 
vet, ſimulque citam et eficacca pracbeat ſanationem. 
Mihi ſaepe facultas fuit hujus mobi decurium objere 


vandi, ct in varias tractandi indthodes animum ſedulo 
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advertere. 
Mea enim intererat, ut hoc fucerem, quippe qui ite- 
ratis vicibus morbi graviſimis ſyiaptomatis Vexatus 
ſuerim. 
Inter varia praxeos genera quae vid, multum me 
movit efficax preparati cujuidam ex anltimonto exhibi- 


tio: hoc preparatum Jicet upud Gallos magni eſtime- 


tur, apud nos negligitur et vix in praxin ſumitur: de 
quo dico, Kermes minerale eſt, Hoc remedium me- 
dici Corcagienſes principes ſacpe praeſcribunt, non in 
acuto tantum rheumatiſmo, ſed et poſt venarum ſec- 
tones in Pneumonia, et feliciter quidem. HNujus ur- 


bis Ekarmacopolae, Kermes, ut et Tartarum emeti- 
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cum ex Pariſiis invehunt; quum experientia docuerit, 

utriuſque doſes facilius ſtatui, minoreſque quantitates 
eundem affetum gignere, ac praeparatorum ex anti- 

monio Londini fadtorum. 

Poſt largam ſanguinis miſſionem, datur Kermes 
quadrans grani cum pauxillo ſacchari albi triti, in 
vaſculo ſeri; quod poſt duas horas iteratur. Si lenis 
nauſea non ſentiatur, vel dejectio laxa fiat, augetur co- 
pia ad trientem grani, poſt ad ſemigranum, et fic * 
ro, donec nauſca levis promoveatur. 

Eadem copia, ſecunda quaque hora, Kermes repe- 
titur, uſque ad horam vigeſimam quartam, vel qua- 
drageſimam octavam, inter poſito ſaepe potu ſeroſo te- 
pido. Quodſi Kermes vomitum vel dejectionem ni- 
miam ciet, per quatuor ſexve horas omittitur, poſtea 
copia minori, ſolitis periodis repetendum. 

Plerumque poſt doſin ſecundam tertiamve hujus 
pulveris, conſtrictio cutis tollitur, et lenis fit Diapho- 
reſis, generalis mox futura. Interim lecti lintea ſub- 
moventur; acger induſio laneo induitur; caeterum 
ſtrata lecti levia ſunt. 

Eadem Diaphoreſis manet, non multum auQa, per 
viginti quatuor horas, vel etiam duos dies; quo tem- 
pore aeger magnum levamen percipit. Pergitur in 
uſu pulveris, ſed majoribus intervallis, puta quatuor 
ſexve horarum, aegroto, adhuc ſerum, vel alium potum 


leviorem ſim ilem quoties lubet, bibente. Hac ratione 
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morbus paulatim decreſcere videtur; pulſus fit latus 


et mollis, et minus frequens. Urin i deponit ſedimen- 


tum lateritium ſatis largum; dolores redeunt minore 


violentia, et minus diuturni, et in multis exemplis pau- 
cis diebus ex toto diſcedunt. In conſtitutionibns ro- 
buſtis, altera venaeſectio ſaepe poſtulabitur, dum haec 


fiant, quae ſic efficaciora erunt. Act licet ita generalis 


Diatheſis ſublata fuerit, tamen nonnunquam manet a- 


liqua praeter ſolitum irritabilitas, in partibus antea 


affectis et reditus doloris et tumoris, licet multum im- 
minutorum, tamen moleſtus eſt. Tunc laudatum no- 
mine Dover: pulveris compoſitum, ſi rite detur, vix 


non ſemper felicem eventum gignit. Optime dari vi- 


detur ad ſcrupuli doſin, octava quaque hora repeten- 


dum. Debet aeger ab omni potu aliquamdiu abſtine- 


re, poſt unamquamque doſin, ne nauſeam creet. Hoc 
remedium largum ſudorem eliciet, quam minimo ca- 
lore dirigendum; ſed pedes ſemper bene tegantur. 
Sudor continuetur uſque ad 48 vam horam, fi aeger 
eum bene ſuſtinere videtur; plerumque tamen viginti 
quatuor, trigintave horae ſufficient. Maxima opus 
erit cura, ne per aliquid tempus in poſterum aeger 
frigido aere ſtringatur; illique perjucundum erit in- 
duſium laneum et ſtrata lanea mutaſſe. Quae autem 
ſufficiuntur, debent bene igne ſiccari. 
Quod fi dum ſudor provocetur, aegri vires deficere 
videantur, ſubinde detur pauxillum vini. Per totum 
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hujus tractationis decurſum, ſi alvus adſtricta fit, quod. 
plerumque fit, poſtülabitur Enema emolliens, vigeſi- 
ma quarta quaque hora, quod perutile erit, et multum 
tribuet ad morbum tollendum. | 


Nullus haeſito dicere hane methodum plerumque | 


kelicem habituram eventum. Pro me ſaltem dicam, 
me iterata vice per ſex ſeptimanas duaſye menſes cubi- 
cule fuiſſe detentum, tamen noviſſime hoc morbo af. 
flictum, poſt ſeptern dies foras ambulaſſe, ſumto kerme 
ut ſupra dictum fait, Nec aliud ſymptoma reſtabat, 
praeter aliquam debilitatem, qua mox liberabar. 

Quaecunque medici cura et attentio ſint, magnam 
diſpoſitionem habet morbus in quibuſdam conſtitutio- 
aibus in chronicum ſtatum abeundi. Hujus libelli li- 
mites plenam illius expoſitionem recuſant, tamen pau- 
en verba jure dicenda erunt de modis quibus, ne de- 
generẽt, praecaveatur; unde inducor quoque, ut mul- 


ta applicata in hoc modo uſurpari ſolita leviter attin. 


gam. Multa externe applicata ſunt, ut partes in hoc 


morbo affe ctae leventur, qualia ſunt fomenta, linimen- 


tum volatile, oleum camphoratum &c. Sed in Rheu- 


matiſmo acuto, licet dolores aliquantiſper levare vi- 


deantur, tamen fere certo metaſtaſin morbi efficiunt ad 


partes alias, ſorſan aucto periculo. Veſicatoria adhi- 
bita ſunt, raro cum felici eventu, niſi ubi dolores per- 


vicaciter unum locum occupaverant, 


Poſt idoneas evacuationes forſan balneum calidum 
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prodeſſet; hoc autem uten di locus non datur, propter 


ingentem aegri dolorem, quem crearet. Pediluvia fi- 


pe tentata ſuere; ſed aut nullo effectu, aut peſimo, 


aſpsratis ſymptomatis. 


Panni lanei recentis juncturis affectis applicationem 


ſe nper perutilem inveni. Hic, ſi adhibe tur, per to- 
tum morbum retinendus erit, 2t unaqua que junctura 


ſemel affecta, hoc tecta manet, donec aeger ſalutem 


recuperarit. Dolorem minuit, largam humoris ex- 


cretionem excitat a ſuperficie partis; quae excretio 
videtur mali terminatio naturalis eſe, 


Lana paulatim humore impleta recenti ſubinde 


mutetur, et quidem citiſſime, ne admitfſus aer ingen- 


tem dolorem pariat. Reperi laneam antea admotam, 
licet lota fuerit et optime ſiccata, rurſus applicatam 


dolorem non ut initio levare, ſed nova opus eſſe. It 


eventum ſeirem, pannos bene lotos ſulphureis vapori- 


bus implevi, magnoque gaudio ſenſi, illos novis nen 


eſſe poſthabendos; cujus et pauperibus et noſocom.is 
utilis cognitie videtur. Haec mcthodus ſanationem 
promovere videtur, continuam excretionem e cute 
partis affectae ciendo. Quare acrimonia illa peculia- 
ris, quae, fi ita dicere fas ſit, in ſyſtemate la et, mi- 
auitur; ſaltem inflammatio decreſcit et dolores mul- 


tum levantur. Haec è cute excretio, initio larga, ſen- 


ſim minuitur; ita ut poſtremo nil practer mollitiern 
| Ad 
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nitidam appareat, quo tempore morbus pene deſiit. 

Sub finem, magnum propoſitum hoc eſt, cavere ne 
morbus chronicus fiat; in quem ſinem quam citiflime 
conſtitutio roboretur. Sequitur corticem peruvianum, 
tonicorumfacile principem, indicari; ex quo omnia ſua- 
dent utilitatem expectare, praeſertim quum in hoc ſtadio 
morbus ſacpe intermiſſiones habeat, ita ut dolores quoſ- 
dam, una alterave junctura ſecundo quovis die fenti- 
at. Licet autem cortex interdum bonos effectus pro- 
dat, tamen ſaepe ſecus eſt, doloribus potius auctis. 
Hic gummi guiacinum plerumque prodeſt; quod op- 
time exhibetur in doſibus ſcrupuli ad ſemidrachmam, 
eum mucilagine gummi arabict tritum, et in hauſtum, 
cum pauxillo aquae cinnamomi tenuis et ſyrupo, 
compoſitum. Cum alvus ſaepe deficiat, hoc remedi- 
um, hora ſomni datum, plerumque ſedem laxam prae- 

et, vel interdum duas, craſtino mane. 

Per tres, quatuor plureſve zoctes ordine repetitur 
ſimili effectu, quo reliquae morbi ſaepe fugantur. In- 
terim cito appetitus redit, et tunc levis diaeta nutri- 


ens, cum paurillo vini permittitur. Aeger bene te- 


gitur, et extra lectum retinetur quantum fieri poteſt. 


Debet etiam levi exercitio uti, in cubiculo, ope ſervi. 
Utatur hoc exercitio interj ectis intervallis, quam ſae- 
piſſime poteſt, ſubinde ſeſe leo ad requiem commit- 
tens. Paucisdiebus ſatis bene graditur, appetitus auge- 
tur, et cito robur acquirit, Artuum frictiones, et ſtrigilis 
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alus, quamprimum hos perferre poterit, admodum u- 

tiles erunt. Simul ac tempeſtas faverit, ſoras vehatur; 
et quamprimum equo ſedere pot: uerit, ito exercicio 
utatur, quad perutile invenitur. I empellate favente, 
frigidum balneum, mane quovis admotum, ſalute 
priſtinam reddet. 

Juod ſequitur, cxeinplum memorabile rheumatilini 
acuti, ſpero modieis nou ingratum fore. 

Foemina, viginti quinque circiter annos nate, quae 
ſemper ſana et pra caeteris hilaris ſuerat, menſe Odo- 
bris, anno 1779 inſantem enixa eſt. Paucis teptimu- 
nis poſt, perſecta, ut videbatur, ſalute ſruens, millia 
quaedam paſluum equo vecta et; poſtea vero mage 
num LUrporem extremorum inferiorum, cum dolori- 

bus torquentibus circa genua, conqueſta elt. Pedes et 
crura aqua tepida ſubmergebantur, cui pauxitlum a- 
ceti additum tuit, horaque ſomni ſerum ladtis tepi- 
dum propinabatur, Hac ratione extremis levatis, bre- 
vi polt abdomen dolores ſaevi corripichant; contra 
quos ſomentis utebatur, et miſtura aperiente. Seque- 
bantur liquidae fedes quaedam, mitivatis abdominis 
torminibus. Inſequente veſpere variue extremorum 


juncturae dolore, rubore, tumore afficiebantur, quae 


doloribus occupabatur. Contra haec mala, varia me- 


dicamina praccepta ſunt, quibus mitigata quidem ſur., 


mane minuebantur, et die ſequente abdomen iterum 
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ita tamen ut redirent ſemper. Aliquanto poſt invaſit 
Diarrhaea, dolorum abdominalium comes. Diverſis 
temporibus, emetica, opiata magnis doſibus, antimo- 
nialia variis formis, Cortex peruvianus, gummi guia- 
cinum, enemata anodyna et mucilaginoſa, fomenta, et 
quaecunque alia remedia vel minimam auxilii ſpem 
ſuggerebant, data ſunt, citra effectum permanentem. 

Quamvis omnia tentarentur, pejus ſe habuit, junc- 
turae cum interiorum tum ſuperiorum extremorum 
alternatim afficichantur; his doloribus, ſemper cum 
torminibus et diarrhaea vicem mutantibus. 

Diarrhaea in Dyſenteriam degenerare viſa; dejec- 
tionibus mucoſis, ſanguineis, et faetidiſſimis factis. Hoc 
miſero ſtatu, circa octo ſeptimanas erat; cognati et 
amici de ſalute ejus deſperabant, morte quavis hora 
expectata, Sed amicus intimus cum meus, tum et e- 
jus, me, ut eam viſerem, orabat. Viſi, licet invitus, 
nulla ſpe auxilii ſuperſtite. Examinanti mihi, carpi 
cernebantur tumore, rubore et dolore ingentibus al- 
fecti; itidem genua; vox tam debilis, ut vix audiri 


poſſet; quaſi frequenti gemitu conſumpta eſſet; cor- 


pus macrum, licet minus ac quis crederet; lingua al- 


ba; magna ſitis, et urina coloratiſſima; diarrhaea ex 
pancis horis abſens, Pulſus parvus, frequens, fed du- 


riſſimus, cum totius corporis ſuperficici ardore uren- 


te. Ex quibus ſymptomatis morbum rheumatiſmum 
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acutum judicavi. VenacfeRtionem propoſui; et ami- 
cis ejus conſentientibus, circa unciae octo ſanguinis 
detractae ſunt, denſa cruſta coriacea tecti. Levabatur 
{cre ſtatim ct poſt duas circiter horas locuta eſt non ſine 
kilaritace ; pulius mollior fiebat; corgueſta vero eſt 
nauſeam et malum oris ſaporem. Pracbui tartari e- 
metici Pariſienſis quadrantem grani, quod paucis mi- 
nutis operatum eſt, ejecta magna copia bilis viridiſſimi 
colo ris, et odoris foctidi. Poſtca levata, in ſomnum 
profundum incidit per aliquot horas, a quo reiccta et 
expergefacta melius ſe habere ccepit. Die ſequente 
pulſus mollis, latus et multo minus frequens, ſitis val- 
de imminuta; temperamentum cutis aequius, perſpi- 
ratio liberior; urina largum ſedimentum depofuit, di- 
arrhaea modica, nulla tormina. Veſpere quacdam 
juncturae affectae, ſed levius. 

Potus conſtans ſerum lactis erat, ſumebatque ſcrup. 
nitri purif: 2da quaque hora; nocte, magna diaphore · 
ſis ſecuta eſt, quae die poſtero continuavit; inter quam 
largiter hauſit ſerum, (nam nitrum propter veutriculi 
nauſeg u amovebatur) pulſus naturalis ſed debilis, 
lingua nitida, ſitis nulla, diarrhaea fugata; et urina 
ſine intermiſſione ſedimentum lateritium deponebat; 

appetitu cibi gaudebat; accepit levem Panada, et cort. 


peruv. ſemidrach. ztia quaque hora. Sic perexit per 


aliquot dies, doloribus noctu interdum urgentibus; 
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corticem ſumere noluit. Praebui, gummi :guiacini 
ſemidrachmam cum mucil gum. Arab. triti, forma 
hauſtus, hora ſomni ſumendi. 


Nox placidior, unica tantum liquida ſedes poſt 


hauſtum, qui ſine intermiſſone per quindecim noctes 
repetitus, poſtea foeminam perſecte ſanam reddidit. 


Ex quo tempore ſalutem retinens multos liberos pe- 


perit. 
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